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Do's and Don'ts for Displaying Old
Glory

July1,2019 | By SusanH.Lawson| [] [ 0O

You have accessed part of a historical collection on defense.gov. Some of the information contained within may be outdated
and links may not function. Please contact the DOD Webmaster with any questions.

This week, American flags will be displayed across the nation in celebration of the Independence Day holiday.

Following a few guidelines can ensure we are displaying Old Glory properly.
$

In 1923, the U.S. National Flag Code was created and distributed nationwide. The code became Public Law in
1942 andbecamethe U.S. FlagCodeweknowtoday. The U.S. Flag Codelaysoutthewaystodisplay and
respecttheflagofthe United States.

For example:

« The flag should not be on display outdoors during bad weather.

+ The flag should not be used for advertising purposes, orembroidered on cushions,
handkerchiefs, napkinsorboxes.
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+ The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding or drapery.

+ Itshouldneverbedisplayedupsidedownunlesstryingtoconvey asignofdistressorgreat
danger.

« The flag should never touch anything beneath it; this includes water, merchandise and even the
floor.
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+ Whendisplayedeitherhorizontally orvertically againstawall, the union should be uppermost
andtotheflag's ownright, thatis, tothe observer's left. When displayed in a window, the flag
should bedisplayed inthe same way, with the union or blue field to the left of the observerin the
street.

Other Do's and Don'ts:

« Cleanand damage-free flags should always be used. Dirty, ripped, wrinkled or frayed flags
should notbe used. Also, when flags are damaged, they should be destroyed in a dignified
manner.

+ TheU.S.flagshouldflowfreely inthe wind orin alobby with apassing breeze as people walk
past. Stretching aflagis alotlike walking around with your arms held out straight. Itisnottobe



held captive by metal arm spreaders as if to say, "Look at me!"

+ Staffs and finials should always be upright and not leaning.

+ Clamping a U.S. flag to a vehicle's antenna is acceptable, or the flagstaff clamped to the right
fender,aslongastheflagdisplaysintheproperdirection.

« Service flags are displayed in order of service precedence, not the host service where they are
displayed. The order of precedence is Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard.

+ Whendisplaying the U.S. flag with other flags, the U.S. flag comes first and is centered in the
middle of aflag display. In addition, the U.S. flag must be placed higher than the other flags,
unless other national flags are present. In that case the U.S. flag would be the same height.

+ Buntings are a good way to display the national colors and decorate for Independence Day
without discrediting the U.S. flag.

(Susan H. Lawson is assigned to Panama City Division, Naval Surface Warfare Center, Panama City, Florida.)



