American Studies Syllabus 2011 - 2012
	
	Social Studies
	English
	Art
	Music
	Group

	Unit 1
Introduction 
to the Four Subject Areas and Their Inter-disciplinary Nature
	Introduction to History
Primary vs. Secondary Sources
Validity of Sources & Bias
Sports Diplomacy
Evolution of Money in America
50 States Place Geography
American Symbols
The American Dream and how it changes over time (in each unit)
Current Events (In each unit)
War on Terrorism (9/11)

	Introduction to English
Processing of Summer Assignments: The Scarlet Letter, The Crucible, and The Things They Carried
Literary Components
The American Dream theme in  Literature  (in each unit)
Neoclassicism
Age of Reason
Note Taking Strategies
Expository Essays
PSAT/SAT Testing Strategies
	Overview of Art History
(prehistoric - Rococo)
Elements & Principles of Art
The Arts as a Primary Source
Neoclassicism
Portraits
The History Painting
	Introduction to the Elements
of Music
Listening Exercises
	Class Expectations

Intro. to MHS Library Resources

Opening Essay

Wanted Poster

	Unit 2
Westward Expansion &
Romanticism 

	(Ch 13: Changes on the Western Frontier)
Native American Indians
American Cowboys
Farmers & Miners
Populism
Turner’s  Frontier Thesis (Research Skills)
	Homestead Letters
Romanticism
Naturalism
Nationalism
Gothicism
Transcendentalism
Conflict & Celebration
Works Consulted Page (MLA)
	Romanticism
Gothic Architecture
Transcendentalism
Landscapes and the Hudson River School
	Cowboy Songs
Folk Songs
Romanticism

	

	Unit 3
Industrialization, Urbanization, & Realism

	(Ch 14: A New Industrial Age; Ch 15: Immigrants and Urbanization)
Political Cartoons; Thomas Nast
Industrial growth, issues, unions…
Patterns of Immigration
Corruption at local, state, and federal levels of government
Research Skills – Supporting Evidence
	Realism
Regionalism
Tall Tales
Debate Skills & Fact vs. Opinion
Persuasive Essays and the Differences between Expository and Persuasive Pieces
	Realism
Photography
Impressionism
Aesthetics in Art
	Family Trees
Melting Pot Luncheon Vaudeville
Ragtime
Sousa Marches
Parlor Songs
Patriotic Songs

	Research Component of The American Personality in the late 19th c
PowerPoint Project


	Unit 4
The Gilded Age &
The Progressives

	(Ch 16: Life at the Turn of the Century; Ch 17: Progressive Era)
The Federal Reserve
Progressive Presidents
The Muckrakers (Case Study – Meat Today)
	The Jungle (Excerpt)
Research Paper Skills: in-text citations, leads, follow-ups, MLA format, works cited page
Media Persuasive Research Paper
Grammar Skills
	Modernism – a European Perspective
Post Impressionism
Expressionism
Fauvism & Cubism
	Dixieland
Early Jazz
	[bookmark: _GoBack]American Personality  (Group Presentation #1)

	Unit 5
Imperialism

	(Ch 18: America Claims an Empire)
Spanish Am. War & Panama Canal
Boxer Rebellion
Hawaii
U.S. Foreign Policy (Case Study – Iran)
	Regionalism and Early Modernism Poetry of Emily Dickinson, Walt Whitman, Edwin Arlington Robinson, etc.
Grammar & Writing Refreshers
	Modernism in America & its effects on Photography & Architecture
Ashcan School


	Dixieland
Early Jazz
	

	
	Social Studies
	English
	Art
	Music
	Group

	Unit 6
World War I

	(Ch 19: The First World War)
World War I noble expectations, harsh realities, and bittersweet peace
WWI Research Paper Due
Map of Europe
	World War I Poetry
Poetry Analysis; the use of primary sources to support one’s thesis
WWI Research Paper Due
(Final grade will be for the 3rd Qtr)
	The Art of War
Propaganda Posters
Dadaism
Surrealism
	War Protest Songs
War Propaganda Songs
Censorship 
	

	
	End of the First Semester-------

	---------------------------------------------
	-------------------------------------
	-----------------------------
	----------------


	Unit 7
Roaring Twenties

	(Ch 20: Politics of the Roaring Twenties; Ch 21: The Roaring Life of the 1920s)
Parenting (East vs. West and tied into scheduling for next year)
	The Great Gatsby
Inherit the Wind
Harlem Renaissance
Modernism
Stream of Consciousness
“The Jilting of Granny Weatherall”
Presentation/Speaking Skills
	Art Between the Wars
Precisionism
Art Deco
The Bauhaus
Harlem Renaissance
Theater Workshop
	Development of Jazz
Harlem Renaissance
Influence of Radio
Sound Movies
	Research Component of Radio Show 
Project 
(Group Presentation #2)

	Unit 8
The Great Depression

	(Ch 22 The Great Depression Begins; Ch 23: The New Deal)
The Stock Market
The Dust Bowl
Social Security
Health Care
	Of Mice and Men
The Grapes of Wrath (summary)
The Plight of the Migrant Workers
	The Art of the Depression
WPA and Censorship in Art
Regionalism
Social Realism
Geometric Abstraction
	Dust Bowl Songs
Depression Songs
Start of Big Bands
	Radio Show 
(Group Presentation #2)

	Unit 9
World War II &
The Holocaust

	(Ch 24: World War Looms; Ch 25: The U.S. in WWII)
Maps: Europe and Pacific
Case Studies: Pearl Harbor, the Holocaust, and the Atomic Bomb
	“Death of the Bull Turret Gunner”
Schindler’s List (excerpt)
Hiroshima (excerpt)

	The Art of the 1940s
Art and the Leadership of WWII
Propaganda Art
Abstract Impressionism
Art as a Reaction to Personal Experience
	Big Bands
Pro USA Songs
War Protest Songs
Hiroshima Reaction

	Research Component of Decades Project 

Washington, D.C. Field Trip

	Units 10 & 11
Cold War, Civil Rights, & Passage to a New Century
1950s
1960s
1970s
1980s
1990s
	(Ch 26: Cold War Conflicts; Ch 27: The Postwar Boom; Ch 28: The New Frontier & the Great Society; Ch 29: Civil Rights; Ch 30: The Vietnam War Years; Ch 31: An Era of Social Change; Ch 32: An Age of Limits; Ch 33: The Conservative Tide; Ch 34: The U.S. in Today’s World) 
Memorials in Washington, D.C.

*DECADES
	The Crucible (tie in)
A Raisin in the Sun
The Things They Carried (tie in)







*DECADES
	Contemporary Art
Hard Edge
Pre-Pop Art
Pop Art
Sculptures, Public Art
Memorials as Sculpture




*DECADES
	Cool Jazz
Bebop
Big Bands continue
Rock and Roll 






*DECADES
	
Culminating Project for the Year:
*DECADES (Group Presentation #3)




	*Categories for the Decades Project: Science/Technology & Environment, Economics, Domestic Affairs, Foreign Affairs, Art, Music, Literature, Entertainment, Fads, & Fashions
NOTE: The focus for the 1st semester is analysis, research, and writing skills; the focus of the second semester is research and presentation skills.



