Gifted Education
ELMS – Enriched Learning for Muhlenberg Students

Student Goals

Students will be able to critically examine the complexity of knowledge and information.
Students will develop higher-order thinking skills using cognitive levels of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.

Students will be able to ask and assess multifaceted questions in a variety of fields and disciplines.
Students will be able to think creatively and critically to identify and suggest possible solutions to real-world problems.

Students will develop interpersonal skills and social relationships with peers.

Students will be able to assume leadership and participatory roles in group learning situations.

Students will be able to set and achieve reasonable personal and academic goals.

Students will be able to conduct thoughtful research.

Students will be able to produce a variety of authentic projects using tools that demonstrate understanding in multiple fields and disciplines.

Students will develop the advanced ability to make connections, see implications at deeper levels, tolerate ambiguity, and have a desire to deal with the gray and the unanswerable.

Students will show concern with social and philosophical issues and can understand learning at the conceptual level.
Students will be able to prepare for post-secondary education and explore career choices.
Gifted Education Program
The Gifted Individualized Education Plan (GIEP) is based on an individual student’s needs for acceleration or enrichment.  

Elementary, Intermediate, and Middle School
Students meet with the gifted education teacher in the gifted resource classroom at least once per cycle.  
The following are examples of opportunities offered through the district’s Gifted Support Program.
· Small group instruction

· Lessons to enrich and extend topics from the regular curriculum

· Cooperative learning with gifted and talented peers

· Use of the computer for publishing, editing, and revising

· Use of the computer and library resources for research

· Higher-level thinking and reasoning skills including problem solving

· Individual student / teacher conferences

· Logical thinking activities

· Creative thinking and writing activities

· Mathematics enrichment and problem solving

· Critical thinking activities

· Vocabulary enrichment activities

· Strategic board games

· Contests

· Video-conferences

· Junior Great Books short stories
· Reading Olympics

High School
􀂃Development of an individualized program to address the areas of need for acceleration and enrichment of each student 

􀂃Curriculum Compacting - Pre-testing units of study in particular disciplines then accelerating the study of courses

􀂃Honors option - Students may elect to take an Honors Option in any regularly scheduled Muhlenberg course, which does not have an Honors section.  This option is designed to fulfill the requirement of enriching a student’s area of giftedness.  The work for the Honor’s Option will be in addition to the material normally required for the course, not in place of that work.  Work for the Honors Option will be determined by contract between the student, faculty advisor, parents and the Gifted Education coordinator.   The grade for the course on the report card is based solely on the work done in the regular class.  The Honors Option will be graded pass/fail with a grade of 93% as the lowest passing grade.  A grade of 93% or higher must be received on all work submitted.  The course is not worth any additional credits.  Students passing the Honors Option will have the course listed on their transcript and final report card with the “Honors” designation.  No recognition of this course will be received prior to completing all requirements.  
􀂃Area of Concentration - In order to develop their cognitive abilities, higher order thinking skills, and expertise in one area, students will research a topic of interest in one of the following areas: Business Education, Computer Education, English, Fine Arts and Humanities, Foreign Language, Family and Consumer Science, Science, Social Science, Mathematics, Wellness and Fitness, or Technology Education.  This research may be a yearlong project or may be divided into several shorter segments.  Projects will be determined by contract between the student, advisor, parents and the ELMS coordinator.  There are times when a classroom teacher will be involved in the evaluation of the student’s work.  Students will have significant input into the type and structure of these projects.  The course will be graded but no credit or recognition will be received on the report card.  
􀂃Independent Study courses – These courses are designed by the student, staff, parents and Gifted Ed. Coordinator.   The credits will count toward the student’s total credits and will be included in the GPA.

􀂃On-line courses – Qualifying students are offered the option of participating in on-line courses.  These courses will be graded on a 0%-100% scale by certified instructors.  These credits may not be used to replace credits required for graduation from Muhlenberg School District, but will be listed on the transcript as completed courses.  The credits will count toward the student’s total credits and will be included in the GPA.

􀂃Current Event discussion groups 

􀂃Involvement in clubs and extra-curricular activities 

􀂃Participation in job shadowing opportunities 

􀂃Participation in Special Interest Programs and Trips 

􀂃Individual and group college exploration and career awareness activities 

􀂃Participation in local and state competitions 

􀂃Atmosphere that promotes self-initiative and independent learning 

